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Nagaloka campus is spread over 14 acres in Nagpur (in the centre of
India) where Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar converted to Buddhism in
1956 and launched the Dhamma revolution. The heart of the campus
is the Nagarjuna Institute (NI) - tradition has it that the great master
Nagarjuna lived in this area. The aim of the Institute is to train young
people in Buddhist teachings and practices, and inspire them with
its vision of the transformation of the individual and society, which
so inspired Dr. Ambedkar.
Training activities started in 2002. To date over 670 students from 24
of the 28 States in India have participated in the course. Many of
them are engaged in social and Dhamma activism, running schools,
hostels, community centres, retreats and Dhamma classes.
This network of ex-students forms the core of the Prabuddha Bharat
network, which is dedicated to taking forward the Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar's vision of a new India based on Buddhist values.
Nagaloka is part of the Triratna Buddhist Community.
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Lokamitra's message
The Nagarjuna Institute at Nagaloka, Nagpur, has
been training young people from all over India
since 2002, to help them take forward Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar's great vision of
transforming society on the basis of Dhamma
practice. So far over 670 people have participated
in the 8-10 month training programme. They
come largely from the community that was until
recently called untouchable – the use of the term
untouchable was outlawed in the Indian
Constitution, but untouchability as a practice has
not gone away – far from it. Other students come
from marginalised and discriminated Buddhist
communities like the Chakmas and traditional
communities from Orissa.
Over the last year we have began to talk more of
Prabuddha Bharat or Enlightened India. These
were words Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar himself
used to communicate his vision of an India
transformed by the Buddha Dhamma, but as yet
unfulfilled. It is a vision of a society free from
sorrow, suffering and discrimination and
pervaded by metta and compassion and an
understanding of interdependence of all that
exists. It is a vision that is in direct opposition to
the incredibly widespread denial of fundamental
human dignity to people treated as lower castes
and untouchables. It would not be
misrepresenting the truth to say that in almost
every village in India (except in the north east)
there is still be some experience of caste-based
discrimination, and some form of experience of
untouchability.
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While previously termed untouchables make up
16% of the population, the lower castes and tribal
communities, who also suffer discrimination,
constitute together 63% of the population. This
gives an idea of the immensity of the task of
creating Prabuddha Bharat.
This vision brings together Buddhism and
Democracy. For Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar,
“democracy is a mode of associated living, of
conjoint communicated experience, and an
attitude of respect and reverence towards fellow
human beings.” It is essentially an ethical attitude,
an attitude most effectively fostered, in Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar's view, through the
practice of Buddhism. It was this dependence of
governance on ethics that enabled Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar to declare that he learnt
his most important social values of liberty,
equality and fraternity not from the French
Revolution but from his Master, the Buddha.
Caste loyalties and hierarchical attitudes are so
deeply engrained in people's psyches that they
cannot coexist with justice and democracy. The
fact that Buddhism can promote real Democracy
gives a very important, but little appreciated
dimension to Dr. Ambedkar's conversion and
means that his Buddhist followers have a very
special responsibility.
In October a two-day seminar was held at
Nagaloka to begin to explore the idea of
“Prabuddha Bharat”.
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At the same time we initiated the Prabuddha
Bharat Network to give support, solidarity, and
inspiration to Buddhist groups and individuals,
who are inspired by this vision . This was taken
further in the conference for Nagarjuna Institute
alumni, held at the conclusion of the tenth year of
studies, in March 2012, the theme of which was
“Prabuddha Bharat: Survey and Action”.
The Buddhist followers of Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar in the State of Maharashtra are
numerous and confident, but in many other parts
of India, they are scattered and isolated. We hope
that the Nagarjuna Institute alumni, now coming
from 24 of the 28 States in India, with their training
in Buddhist teachings and practices, and in basic
social action skills, will constitute the backbone
for the Prabuddha Bharat Network, and give
support to those who want to throw off the
shackles of caste and untouchability.
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As you will see from this report, the States where
the Alumni are most effective are Orissa,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Chhattisgarh and
Bihar. Each of these States is like a different
country, having its own distinct culture and often
different language, and even script. Orissa in the
east, is infamous for poverty and deaths due to
malnutrition, whereas Kerala, in the extreme
south west is very lush and advanced. But all the
States have one thing in common – abuse of
basic human rights to those from the lower and
so-called untouchable communities.

And it is to challenge those abuses and create
conditions in which such abuses are less likely to
take place that our alumni are working.
Nagaloka continued to receive friends and well
wishers from all over India and the world, all of
whom are inspired by the majestic and beautiful
figure of the Buddha walking, which was
repainted during the year. Buddhists from USA
and South Korea spent time in interacting with the
students and staff at Nagaloka. A three month
course in Chinese language for alumni was
conducted in Nagaloka as part of our desire to
promote understanding between India and China,
historically the two cultures that have contributed
so much to Buddhism, and stand to do so again
with the revival taking place at present in both
countries.
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our
supporters, well wishers and alumni. I hope that
they will continue their friendship to Nagaloka and
support us in trying to implement Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar's great vision of Prabuddha Bharat.

Dhammachari Lokamitra

Valediction ceremony for ninth Batch (2010-2011) trainees 3/7/2011
06
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During the annual valedictory ceremony students also express their feelings and talk about what
they have learnt during the 8 month course. Most of them show how the course has been a turning
point in their lives. Buddhist teachings have given them a new vision of what they can do in life,
and the confidence to do so. They appreciate the significance of leading an ethical life, and go
away with enhanced life skills such as reading, communication, and reflection skills.
The students also give invaluable feedback to Institute for its future development.
Some of them expressed their gratitude to the Institute's creating a caste-free and class-free
environment giving them an experience of what enlightened India could be like.

Admission and inauguration of tenth Course(2011-2012)

First Prabuddha Bharat Conference, Nagaloka, October 7th- 8th,2011
08

In July 2011 the interviews of the prospective
candidates for the tenth year of the course were
conducted. The suitable candidates were admitted
on 3 July 2011, the inauguration conducted by
Venerable Vairochana. Dhammacharis Maitriveer
Nagarjuna and Manidhamma, along with Chandu
Mhaske were the special guests and spoke on the
occasion. Venerable Vairochana related his
experience of training in Nagarjuna Institute. He
also inspired them to devote fully to the training.
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The first Prabuddha Bharat Conference was held
together with anniversary celebrations of Dr. Ambedkar's
conversion to Buddhism on 6th October 2011. 250 people
from all over India attended the conference which
included leading activists, youths, and senior
government officials. Prabuddha Bharat means
“Enlightened India” and is a term used by Dr. Ambedkar.
This conference was concerned with exploring the
implications of this term and establishing the beginnings
of the Prabuddha Bharat Network.

Prabuddha Bharat Retreat, Gulbarga, Karnataka, December 9-14, 2011

4th Alumni conference, Nagarjuna Institute, 1st- 8th March 2012
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A retreat was held during in the huge and beautiful Siddhartha
Buddha Vihar, Gulbarga, in the State of Karnataka. Dhammachari
Lokamitra led the retreat under the theme of Prabuddha Bharat. Over
650 people from different parts of India participated in this retreat.
Besides a number of meditation periods and walking mediation
around the stupa-vihara, Lokamitra gave four lectures, which were
the basis of study groups:
?
The reasons why Dr. Ambedkar converted to Buddhism;
?
His approach to Buddhism;
?
The essence of his teaching - ethics and loving kindness;
?
The essence of his teaching - the transformation of society.
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The theme of the 4th alumni conference
was “Towards Prabuddha Bharat:
Survey and Action”. Over 60 alumni
from all the previous batches
participated in the conference. The
activities of the conference were held
considering the theme of the
conference. Morning meditation
sessions were held every day, lectures
were delivered in the forenoon, group
discussions followed by presentations
in the afternoon, and finally cultural
programme in the evening. Lokamitra
explained significance of ethical
practices to bring about radical changes
in society. Mangesh Dahiwale
interlinked democratic values with that
of Buddhist values. Manidhamma made
a presentation on “Buddha or Marx”.
Maitreyanath gave a history of TBM and
future. Vivekratna spoke about
Sangharakshita's teaching of
“transforming self and world”. Alumni
made statewise presentations.

The Walking Buddha at Nagaloka
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The 36 foot high image of the
Wa l k i n g B u d d h a a t t h e
Nagaloka campus attracts
many pilgrims from all over
India as well as abroad. The
campus is like an open sky
vihara, in which the Buddha
image is the centre. The
Buddha image had to be
repainted, and the completion
of this was marked by a special
full moon celebration on 7th
February, 2012. Hozan Alan
Senauke and Lokamitra spoke
on the significance of the
Wa l k i n g B u d d h a o n t h e
occasion.
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Introductory Course in the Chinese Language at Nagaloka,
October 2011- January 2012

A three month Chinese Language
course was conducted for alumni of the
Nagarjuna Institute, conducted by Miss
Yu-Chen Chan, from Taiwan.
The
reason was to explore ways of
developing cultural ties between
Buddhists in China and Taiwan, and
Indian Buddhists. Several of the
students are keen to pursue their
Chinese language studies further so
that they can begin to read Chinese
Buddhist texts.

Biannual International Network of Engaged Buddhists (INEB)
Conference 26th – 29th October, 2011, Buddha Gaya.

The theme of the conference was “The
Future of Buddhism: From Personal
Awakening to Global Transformation”.
Over 250 people from 25 countries
participated including 29 Nagarjuna
Institute alumni, who played an active
role. Participants from abroad could
see their dedication to practice, and
this helped them Ambedkar, which
h e l p e d t h e m a p p r e c i a t e D r.
Ambedkar's immense contribution
towards the revival of Buddhism in
India.
Mangesh Dahiwale participated in a
discussion on future of
Dhamma.Lokamitra took part in a
symposium on generational sharing.
Five alumni were among the forty
young people from all over Asia, who
participated in the youth conference
that took place 20th – 24th October, in
the week before the main conference.
The alumni made presentations about
what they are doing and how they are
responding to the situations they are
faced with and have to live in.

Dhamma Mitra Diksha Ceremony, 13th April 2011
14
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Mitra is a Sanskrit word for friend.
Diksha is initiation. Mitra Diksha is a
ceremony in which one consciously
makes one's intention to practice
Buddha Dhamma in the context of
spiritual friendship public, and
specifically in the context of the
Triratna Buddhist Community.
A Dhamma Mitra Diksha ceremony
for 64 Nagarjuna Institute trainees
of ninth course (2010-2011) was
held at Nagaloka. This helps to
cement the Dhamma connection
between the students when they
return to their very diverse social,
cultural and linguistic homes all
over India. This also helps to give
them the resolve to continue their
Dhamma practice when they leave
the Institute.

Celebration of Dhamma Day

The traditional Dhamma Chakra
Pravartan Day on Ashadhi Full Moon
day was celebrated in Nagaloka on
12th July 2011.

Celebration of Buddha Jayanti,
the Buddha's Enlightenment, 16
17th May, 2011

This full moon day is the most important
day in the Buddhist calendar throughout
the world. On this day thousands of
people visit Nagaloka to worship the
Buddha. A festive puja was held, and a
talk given by Dhammachari Vivekaratna.
He spoke on the life of Buddha.
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Dr. Ambedkar's Birth Anniversary
Celebration, 14th April, 2011

Throughout India, Dr. Ambedkar's birth
anniversary is celebrated as a public event
on April 14th. This is a day of joy and
celebration for those in India who have
suffered so horrifically from the injustices of
the caste system.
Vivekratna gave a public talk on “New Man
Speaks” to the public gathered around the
unique statue of Dr. Ambedkar (portrayed as
he was at his conversion to Buddhism in
1956).
A one day retreat was organized for a large
group who came from Kerala, India's most
southern state, in which alumni have been
very active.

Dhammachari Ordination 19th June,
2011

Six alumni took Dhammachari ordination and joined
Triratna Bauddha Mahasangha. The ordinations are
the culmination of several years of special training
through study, meditation and Kalyana mitrata. And
they were conducted at the end of a one month
retreat at the Saddhamma Pradip Retreat Centre,
near Pune. They were warmly welcomed in
Nagaloka on 26th June 2011 and felicitated with the
statues of the Walking Buddha. The following people
took ordination:
1.
Dhammasena (Orissa)
2.
Ratnakumar (Orissa)
3.
Maitreyaratna (Orissa)
4.
Asangavajra (Karnataka)
5.
Nagdip (Andhra Pradesh)
6.
Vimaldassi (Maharashtra)

Opening an 'O' level computer course
for Second year Students

Along with regular annual course in
“Buddhism and Social Action”, the
students are admitted for second year
and are given experience of community
life and development. An important skill
set that is imparted to the second year
students is in the area of computers.
O n 11 t h M a y 2 0 11 , Vi v e k r a t n a
inaugurated the computer course and
explained that it is important to acquire
various skills as taught by the Buddha in
the Mahamangala Sutta to survive in the
modern world.

Visiting Dhamma Teachers
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Retreat on Metta, Madhyam
Marg Retreat Centre,
Kondhanpur, near Pune

Meditation Retreat for tenth batch
students

Dhammachari Devamitra from England was
teaching at Nagarjuna Institute from 22nd
August until the mid October, 2011,
conducting classes for both 1st and 2nd
year students.
Dhammachari Anomadassi visited from
11thuntil 18th September, 2011. He taught
the 22 Vows given by Dr. Ambedkar to his
followers who converted to Buddhism with
him to help them understand the basics.
Also Dhammachari Ashvajit from UK,
Hozan Alan Senauke from USA,
Dhammachari Viradhamma from USA
taught students. Dhammachari
Chandrabodhi conducted Sutta study.

Lokamitra led a retreat on Metta (the
practice of loving kindness) for leading
Alumni from different parts of India.
Lokamitra looked at traditional texts,
explored the great emphasis Dr.
Ambedkar placed on the practice
(equivalent to fraternity, which itself
guaranteed liberty and equality,
making up the three pillars of Dr.
Ambedkar's ideal society). The last
few days of the retreat were devoted to
intensive meditation practice.

An intensive meditation retreat was held
for new students led by Vivekratna. The
retreat concluded with the public
celebration of the full Moon Day on 13th
August, 2011, during which, besides a
festive puja, Vivekratna gave a talk on the
significance of Awareness in the
Buddha's teaching.

State wide activities
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1.
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KERALA

2.

During August 3-13, 2011, a Meditation
retreat was held for NTI students.
Vivekratna led the retreat. On 13th
August 2011, the retreat ended with
celebration on the full Moon Day.
Rejimon, Binojbabu, Arun and Subhash
are working for Dhamma in Kerala as a
team. Nagaratna joined them in the
middle of the year 2011. Rejimon works in
Kottayam, Trishur district. Binojbabu
works in Kollam, Iduki & Erankulam
distreict. Arun works in Allepy district.
And, Nagaratna works in Trivendrum
district. Other alumni help them.
In second week of September 2011,
Dhammachari Lokamitra Visited Kerala to
lead two days retreat with ex trainees
working for spreading Dhamma.
Lokamitra led retreat near Athirapally,
Thrissur district in Keral in September
2011.
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Binojbabu worked very hard in renovating
the community center at Myanagpally,
and making it operational by raising
donations locally as well as getting local
support .

In Vipin( Ernakulam), Lokamitra gave a
talk in 2010. Binojbabu kept regular
contact with them and now he runs regular
weekly dhamma class since then. Youths
are participating in his Sunday dhamma
class.
Arun organized retreat for English
teaching. Dhammacharini Dayamudra
from USA offered her time and skills for
imparting English teaching as well as
basic dhamma teaching to youths in
Kerala.
Arun and Rejimon with the help of other
alumni organized residential training
retreat from 24- 30 December in Kollam
district. The participants learnt
Communicative English, team building
games, yoga, meditation, Dr. Ambedkar's
thoughts on casteism and basics of
Buddhism .
Dhammachari Ashvajit (U.K.) visited
Kerala in December 2011. Get together of
Buddhist families at Ernakulam Distict
was held on 18th Dec. 2011. And
Dhammachari Ashvjit addressed the
gathering of Buddhist families.

TAMILNADU

Lokamitra, Vivekaratna & Maitraynath
visited Shakya Hostels at Chennai on
15th Sept. 2011. They also visited the land
which is being offered by the Village
Panchayat for construction of hostels.
The hostels were started to help children
affected by tsunami in 2005.
In the evening, they attended marriage
ceremony of Jaisridhar & Nancy, both
are ex-trainees and also both are
wardens for
boys & girls hostel
respectively.
Vivekaratna & Maitreyanath
performed the Puja for marriage
ceremony. Lokamitra gave blessings to
the married couple and also address the
audience about the Buddhist marriage as
Buddhist marriages are very rare in Tamil
Nadu.
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State wide activities
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3.

KARNATAKA

Asangavjara with the help of Amit, Amar,
Bodhiraj, Murti and Vijay organized
retreat at Gulbarga. The theme of the
retreat was Prabuddha Bharat.
Lokamitra led a retreat. There were about
600 plus male & female together
participated in the retreat.

4.
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ODISHA

Buddhism lasted in Odisha till 16th century.
It is one of the most backward states of
India. There is a good and harmonious team
of alumni working to create casteless
society and eradicate evils in the society
and try to bring back the glory of Buddhist
era. Kalahandi is extremely poor &
neglected district in Odisha state and most
of the alumni come from 3 poor districts of
Orissa. Casteism is practiced in day to day
life. The Dalits love in separate group of huts
& houses of communities and sub
communities. Maitreyaratna, Biranchi,
Abhaya, Bhagavan, Narendra, Sevati are
the alumni from this district. Maitreyaratna,
Biranchi & Abhaya took lead to do dhamma
& social activities. Maitrayartna is a teacher
on contract in state government school and
helps Abhaya & Biranchi.
Biranchi runs tuition/study classes twice in
day (morning & evening) before & after their
school timings in Tentulkhunti village. 40
students (boys & girls) from 1st-9th standard
attend it. They improved their study and
passed their semester exams.
Biranchi
also keeps regular contact with the parents /
guardians of the students of his study
classes and encourage them to participate
in weekly dhamma classes.

Biranchi also worked to make villagers
aware about general cleanliness &
hygiene. Villagers used to defecate in
open. Biranchi took initiative to stop this
practice of villagers. He organized
meetings and convinced them and
passed the resolution in villagers meeting
to pay penalty of Rs. 200/- if some one is
found relieving in open. He along with his
three friends did patrolling during night
hours for a week. Finally the practice is
stopped.
ABHAYA has encouraged girls to learn
skill of sewing clothes that will be useful in
family life. She gathered 35 girls from
different communities who were
hesitating in the beginning to interact with
each other because of caste biases. She
convinced them and took lead to start the
sewing class.
As girls were very shy and not confident in
the beginning, Abhaya started meditation
classes to make aware about dhamma
teaching. The outcome is that they
became confident and able to sew salwar
suit for themselves.

Jadumani led a workshop in Jan 2012 on
the Dr. Ambedkar's lecture “ What Way
Emancipation” in Bolangir to educate the
youths about Dr. ambedkar's views on
discarding the Hindu religion and
embracing new religion that encourages
to practice
human values Liberty,
Equality & Fratenity to live dignified life.
Jadumani, Dhammasena, and
Ratnakumar prepared the Fact Finding
Report of atrocities on Dalits in Lathore of
Bolangir distt.
Balgopal worked for
collecting & distributing clothes & food to
the victims of atrocities.
Lecture series of Dhammachari Ashavjit
was also arranged in Odisha.

State wide activities
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5. BIHAR
NTI is supporting three alumni named
Ramesh, Lalan & Sujit to live in
community at
Bodhagaya land of
Bahujan Hitay Pune. They helped to
keep the premises clean and also to look
after the plants & shrubs. In addition to
their study they help Buddhavajra to visit
localities and villages for the
programmes. Lalan has started study
class in a Harijan Colony of Miyyamigha
village adjacent to Thai Temple in
Bodhagaya.
Ramesh is working in Mahabodhi school
and Sujit is going to tuition classes in
Bodhagaya. They are establishing
contacts with the Dalit Commuinities in
Bodhagaya.
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6. CHATTISGARH
It is a small state. It has a significant
population of tribals and converted
Christian in most of the hilly areas. The
Dalits belong to Kabir sect, Satnami sect &
Ramnami sect.
Lalvijay from Ambikapur district is mostly
working among the converted Christians
and tribal people. He visits to the villages
of nearby district Sarguja, Jaspur and
Koria. These are the border distts adjacent
to Zharkhand, Uttar Pradesh & Odisha.
He conducted regular Dhamma classes
on weekly basis in four villages. He
mobilsed youths and had workshops for
them to make them aware of Dr.
Ambedkar's vision of casteless society. He
runs regular activities for children and
gave them free tuitions to improve their
educational standard.
He convinced youths from Christian
background to take training at NTI. He has
been financial supported by NTI during the
year. Manoj & Mithun support his work.
They run regular Dhamma class and study
classes in Kulhadi, Sargawa, Kedarpur ,
and Mendra.

Anil, Raja, Rakesh from Jajagir district
organized lecture tour of Dhammachari
Achal in First week of February 2012.
They helped in organizing retreats of
Achal as well as Shakyajata at Satyaloka
near Raipur. Vaibhava ( From Bhilai ) and
Lalvijay together led a day retreat at Bhilai

Shakya Buddhists

Buddha Gaya activities
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Siddhartha Gautama attained the
enlightenment in ancient Uruvela, under
the Bodhi tree. Uruvela is modern day
Buddha Gaya in Bihar, one of the most
backward States in India. The State is
infamous for caste violence, atrocities and
economic backwardness.
In Buddha Gaya today, there are three
main Dalit localities, all of which are
extremely poor and socially depressed.
One locality belongs to the Mushahars,
who traditionally eat rats for their survival.
Though there are perhaps 70 Buddhist
viharas (from 20 different countries) in
Buddha Gaya, they do little effective work
in helping Dalits in these three localities to
overcome their degradation.
Eighteen young people from the Buddha
Gaya area have been trained at the
Nagarjuna Institute. A few of them are now
living as a community at the Triratna
Centre in Buddha Gaya, deepening their
understanding of the Dhamma as well as
helping other Dalits in the nearby localities
and villages to understand the individual
and social significance of the Dhamma.
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So-called Backward castes (earlier called
Sudras in the caste system) constitute 54
percent of India's population. The
Shakyas are one of these castes situated
in the state of Uttar Pradesh in North
India. They are now calling themselves
Buddhist, claiming Buddha was born in
their community. They teach the Dhamma
to members of their community
throughout Uttar Pradesh. The Nagarjuna
Institute has helping train members of
their Young Buddhist Society (YBS) in the
Dhamma.
So far 15 students have passed through
the annual course at the Nagarjuna
Institute, some of whom have continued
at the Institute to deepen their
understanding of the Dhamma.
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Chakma Buddhists
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Chakma Buddhists are Buddhists who
fled discrimination and persecution from
Bangladesh, and live as refugees in North
East India. Most live in extremely adverse
conditions, and because of their refugee
status suffer severe restrictions in every
area of life, as well as violence.
So far 11 young people from the Chakma
community have been trained at the
Nagarjuna Institute. Some have
continued to further their Dhamma studies
at the Institute, while others have gone
into further education elsewhere.
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Responding
atrocities
Orissa
Field workto
for
traineesinfor
tenth batch (2011-2012)

Over 40 young people from Orissa have been trained at the Nagarjuna Institute. Orissa is one of the most
backward regions in the world, and caste atrocities are common. In February 2012, 50 Dalit houses in
Bolangir were burnt making the families homeless. Similar incidences then took place in other districts.
A team of Nagarjuna Institute alumni from Orissa visited the site of the atrocities to find out what exactly
happened and compile a report. They also helped mobilise activists to ensure justice for the people who
had suffered. They sent their fact-finding report to Human Rights agencies and took up the issue with the
State Government.

Kindly use following information to
make donations to Nagarjuna
Institute:
Name of the organisation: Nagarjuna
Training Institute
Charity Registration No. E - 1742 / Nagpur
FCRA No. 083870211
Bank details:
Name of the bank: Bank of Maharashtra
Name of account: Nagarjuna Training
Institute
A/C No. 20108156866
Address: MAHABANK,
172, Abhyankar Road,
Sitabuildy,
NAGPUR - 441 014
Contact persons:
1 ) Dhammachari Vivekaratna
(Cell No. +91-9423 677 677)
email - vivekratna@gmail.com
2) Maitreyanath
(Cell No. +91-9422 082 687)

Nagarjuna Training Institute,
Nagaloka
Near Akashwani Relay center
Kamptee Road,
Nagpur.
441002.
www.nagaloka.org

