
‘Lighting the Mahabodhi’ – an offering to the sacred 
Mahabodhi Mahavihara

www.lightingthemahabodhi.in

For Buddhists everywhere – regardless of tradition, school or 
lineage – there is no more sacred place on this earth than the 
place where Sakyamuni Buddha realized the truth and attained 
enlightenment. 

Bodhgaya is a powerful unifying force for all Buddhists: Every 
year, hundreds of thousands of practitioners – from Sri Lanka to 
China to Russia to the Americas – visit the ancient Mahabodhi 
Temple. 

Sadly, these pilgrims are also aware of the neglect and inferior 
conditions that prevail in Bodhgaya and at the temple, including 
deteriorating physical structures and poor lighting. 

Over the years the authorities have made major improvements 
to the Mahabodhi Temple and its surroundings. In that spirit 
they have now authorized Siddharthas Intent India in partnership 
with Khyentse Foundation and Vana Foundation to install an 
outstanding, sustainable lighting system of the highest quality in 
the entire Mahabodhi complex. 
 
We’ve done the first ever professional survey and architectural 
map of the Mahabodhi Temple grounds, consulted with top 
experts, and designed a system that will beautifully and effectively 
light the whole Mahabodhi temple complex, structures and 
grounds. 

The new lighting, that has been approved and will be owned by 
the Mahabodhi Temple Committee, will highlight the magnificent 
splendour of the main temple and all places of worship, be 
aesthetically pleasing, and improve the safety and comfort of 
pilgrims. It will be adaptable to special Mahabodhi Temple rituals 
and needs.

Offering of Aloke, or light, is one of the most fundamental 
practices in Buddhism, symbolizing clarity, insight and wisdom. 
We warmly invite you to join us in one of the largest and most 
lasting light offerings in the history of this World Heritage site:

The lighting will meet top international standards, be durable 
and trouble-free in operation and maintenance, be ecologically 
sensitive and energy efficient, and sharply reduce light pollution. 
Starting in 2019, the project will take two years to complete in 
order to minimize disruption and fully respect archaeological 
sensitivities. 

Please see https://www.lightingthemahabodhi.in/ for full details, 
artistic images, and opportunities to contribute.

World-renowned Be Lit Lighting Design is donating its design 
services and expertise as an offering, assisted by leading Indian 
lighting designer Design Matrix, which is also offering its services. 
Your own contributions will help install and replace the Temple’s 
outdated electrical infrastructure and pay for all new light fittings.

To Make an Offering:

 • By credit card or PayPal: https://app.etapestry. com/ 
  onlineforms/KhyentseFoundation/ 
  LightingtheMahabodhi.html

 • By wire transfer or direct bank deposit: 
  https://www.lightingthemahabodhi.in/ 
  siddharthas-intent-hong-kong

 • To donate within India, write to 
  Siddharthas Intent India at 
  donate@lightingthemahabodhi.in 

 • To donate within Bhutan, 
  contact Tashi Tobgay at 1711-9779 or 
  md.yana@gmail.com

Lighting the Mahabodhi is deeply grateful to followers of the 
Buddha Shakyamuni worldwide for your auspicious offering to 
this most precious and sacred symbol of the enlightenment to 
which we all aspire. May all beings benefit.

SIDDHARTHA’S INTENT INDIA 

Founded in 1989 by Dzongsar Jamyang Khyentse Rinpoche, 
Siddhartha’s Intent is a worldwide network of non-profit 
nationally registered Buddhist societies and charities that aim 
to preserve and increase awareness and understanding of the 
Buddha’s teachings: https://www.siddharthasintent.org/ 

KHYENTSE FOUNDATION
www.khyentsefoundation.org

Khyentse Foundation is a nonprofit organization founded by 
Dzongsar Khyentse Rinpoche that, since 2001, has supported 
individuals and institutions from more than 30 countries in all 
traditions of Buddhist study and practice.

VANA FOUNDATION
www.vanafoundation.org.in

Vana Foundation aims to revive India’s profound ancient wisdom 
traditions and to inspire the study and practice of the Buddha’s 
paths to enlightenment that have all but disappeared from the 
land of their birth. 

We are grateful for your financial support for Lighting 
The Mahabodhi. To know more, please write to us at 

donate@lightingthemahabodhi.in
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